
 
Name: ______________________________________        Date:___________________            
 
Grade 4      Lesson 8 

   
Use the story titled “Me and Uncle Romie” by Claire Hartfield on pages 231-242 in your student 
reader to answer the questions below.                                                                      
 
Directions 
   Read the story.  Then answer questions 1 and 2. 
 

1. Why is the title important to the story?  Use two details from the story to support your 
response.  

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________  
 

2. How does paragraph 2 on page 242 relate to paragraphs 4 and 5 on page 233? Use two 
details from the story to support your response.  

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 
Use the story titled “Me and Uncle Romie” by Claire Hartfield on pages 231-242 in your student 
reader to answer the question below.                                                                      
 
Directions 
   Read the story.  Then answer question 3. 

 

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

 

3. James’s feelings about visiting his Aunt and Uncle in NYC change at different times in the story. 

When do his feelings change? Why do his feelings change? Use details from the story to support 

your response. 

In your response be sure to  

 explain when James’s feelings about visiting his Aunt and Uncle in NYC change 

 explain why James’s feelings about visiting his Aunt and Uncle in NYC change 

 use details from the story to support your response 



  
 

Exemplary Response - 2 Point 
 

Reading/Writing Standard(s) RL.5.4  W.4.1 
RL.5.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative language such as metaphors and similes. 
 
W.4.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and 
information. 
 
Stem Used:  Why is the title important to the story?      
   
pp. 237-242 

 
Possible Exemplary Response: 

The title, “Me and Uncle Romie,” is important to the story because the title implies that 
the story will be all about a James and his Uncle Romie.  However, in the beginning of the story, 
James does not interact with Uncle Romie at all.  He is mostly in the company of his aunt Nanette 
who introduces him to all that Harlem has to offer.  It is not until Aunt Nanette has to leave that 
James and Uncle Romie develop a relationship and strong bond. For James’s birthday Uncle 
Romie takes him to a baseball game. James finds himself reflecting, “It turns out Uncle Romie 
knows all about baseball—he was even a star pitcher in college.” James and Uncle Romie also 
strengthen their bond by talking. James states, “After that, Uncle Romie had to work a lot again. 
But at the end of each day he let me sit with him in his studio and talk. Daddy was right. Uncle 
Romie is a good man.” 
 
Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 2 point rubric. 

 
 
 
 

 

1. Why is the title important to the story?  Use two details from the story to support 
your response.  

  
              



  
 

 
 

Exemplary Response - 2 Point 

 
Reading/Writing Standard(s) RL.4.5  W.4.1 
RL.5.5 Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall 
structure of a particular story, drama, or poem. 
 
4.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and 
information. 
 
Stem Used:  How does paragraph # relate to paragraphs # and # Use two details from the story 
to support your answer.       
 
pp. 233, 242 

 
Possible Exemplary Response: 
 The paragraphs are related because they deal with James’ improved understanding of his 
uncle’s art.  When the story begins, James has a very limited understanding of Uncle Romie’s art; 
he thinks it is easy because it appears to James that Romie just paints. But on page 233, in 
paragraphs 4 and 5, Aunt Nanette explains what a collage artist does. She explains, “… 
photographs, newspapers, cloth. He cuts and pastes them onto a board to make his paintings.” 
James begins to grasp the impact of collage art when he attends his uncle’s art show. Paragraph 
two on page 242 shows James understands completely how important collage art is. He decides 
to make a collage for his uncle’s birthday.   
 
Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 2-point rubric. 

 
 
 
 

Exemplary Response - 4 Point 

2. How does paragraph 2 on page 242 relate to paragraphs 4 and 5 on page 233? Use 
two details from the story to support your response.  

  
 
  
 
  
              



  
 

 
Reading/Writing Standard(s) RL.4.3  W.4.4 
RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific 
details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions). 
 
W.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are 
defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
 
Stem Used: [Character]’s feelings about X change at different times in the story. When do his 
feelings change? Why do his feelings change? Use details from the story to support your 
response.         
 
pp. 232-242 
 
Use the story titled “Me and Uncle Romie” by Claire Hartfield on pp. 231-242 your student 
reader to answer the question below.                                                                      
   
Directions 
   Read the story.  Then answer question 3. 

 
Possible Exemplary Response: 
   
 Jame’s feelings about visiting his Aunt and Uncle in New York City change at different 
times in the story.   

In the beginning of the story, James is nervous about visiting his Aunt and Uncle in New 
York City and sad to leave his home. James waits nervously on a passenger train bound for New 
York City to visit his Aunt Nanette and Uncle Romie. He’s never met them before, and he’s a little 
concerned and not sure what to expect in a new city where he doesn’t know anyone. 

James’ feelings start to change when his aunt takes him to Harlem. He begins to like 
Harlem because he has fun there.  James plays stick ball with the kids and runs through the icy 

3. James’s feelings about visiting his Aunt and Uncle in NYC change at different times in the story. 

When do his feelings change? Why do his feelings change? Use details from the story to support 

your response. 

 

In your response be sure to  

 explain when James’s feelings change about visiting his Aunt and Uncle in NYC 

 explain why James’s feelings change about visiting his Aunt and Uncle in NYC 

 use details from both articles to support your response 

 



  
 

cold water that sprays from the fire hydrant. Harlem also reminds James of home. On page 234, 
James notices in Harlem how “others were sitting out on stoops greeting folks who passed by—
just like the people back home calling out hellos from their front porches.”  

James’ feelings completely change on his birthday when he spends the day with Uncle 
Romie. He believes his birthday will be ruined until he gets to know Uncle Romie throughout the 
day. They went to a baseball game where they “shared a bag of peanuts, cracking the shells with 
our teeth and keeping our mitts ready in case a home run ball came our way. That didn’t 
happen— but we sure had fun.” Here they had a great time together and bonded during his 
birthday making him truly enjoy his visit and experiences in New York City.  
 
Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 4 point rubric 
 
 
 


